


[er] 











THE 


WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 





For MONDAY, July 13, 1795. 





Humourous Remarks on fome of the favourite Speétacles 
and Diverfions of the Englifh. 


Concluded from Page 12. 
o& 


HEIR principal amufement in their own houfes appears 

to be derived from acertain number of thin fubftances, 
fpotted ina certain manner with different colours, and which, 
though they allow that they gain no ideas from them, will enter- 
tain them during the time that your Majefty would take to 
repel an invafion of your dominions. I am_ prejudiced 
againft this amufement, becaufe I have obferved it operate very 
unpleafantly on the countenances of thofe who are engaged in 
it; andI have feen fome very handfome perfons, while playing 
at cards, entirely {tripped of what rendered them before fo 
amiable in my eyes. ‘They have not yet made me comprehend 
how itcan be; but they tell it to me as an undoubted truth, 
that oftentimes men lofe every thing that is valuable to them 
in this amufement, if it deferve that name, after we are told of 
this its deftruétive tendency ; fo that be aflured, beloved father, 
I will not attempt to acquire fo pernicious atalent. But the 
paftime of which this great people feems moft enamoured, is 
what their language denominates a play. I have not yet been 
prefent at one, fo that | cannot pretend to give you any account 
of it; but as far asI can underftand tuch defcriptions as have 
been given me of it, it is a powerful engine, whether it be 
ufed on the fide of vice or virtue. I will fend you a full ace 
count of the firft which I fhall be permitted to attend ; but I 
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fear that the filence obferved about this amufement, by my 
aaaret friends, is on the account of the neglect into which 
this its moral efficacy may have funk in the prefent times. 
The other day I was prefent at a diveriion which at firft wore 
a formidable appearance, but foon turned out to be a very 
infignificant f{p:Ctacle—A number of perfons, armed with 
weapons, which they cal ll bows and arrows, and which ferve to 
the fame purpo fe pretty nearly 2 s our flings a fpears, met 
together ona fpacious plan. The profefled « ect of their 
meeting is to fend their arrows into a po Pp iece of wood, 
which they denominate a target ; but not more thana {mall 
nurober of thofe that came with that pretence, partook at all 
in the diverfion; fo that, to makea difplay before a great num- 
ber of the women of the country of their perfons and deco 
fations, looks to be, with the ma jor Aw art, the, real object which 
aflembles them. I could not eafily be convinced tnat all this 
noife and parade was to anfwer no kfpoiewae end: Atonc time 
it occurred to me, that it was a fort of divination by which 
Heaven was céntulted in the appointment to certain pofts of 
en rx nee, and that the generals of armies, and captains of 
expeditions, were ¢chofenin this kind of lottery; at another, 
that fome fecret terrors of an invafion.had begun to {pread in 
the country, and that this martial exercife was meant as pre- 
parativeto a vigorous defence. I was at length, however, 
periwaded that they were a very peaceable fet of people, and 
tu iat all penmesontn ocecded only fr om an outrageous love of 
our fh and fhow, and, in fact, was nothing more than an 
} for afeather uvtheir hats. 1 wasa little afraid at firtt 
ing near them ; but, upon trial, 1 found them fo fa- 
and tamely dilpofed, that one of them fuffered me to 
¢ off his head, and itrutted to and fro apparently in 
high good humour, while | adinired his feather, There is 
always a great gathering from ail parts to fee this fpectacle; and 
the ladies, for whofe amu‘ement the whole is detigned, appear 
extravagantly pleafed with beholding their hufbands: and re- 
latives io chea,ly meiamorpliofed into champions and war- 








‘ 
rioss- ‘The ingfienfivencis, however, and the pampered 
oad: hui hich appeared in their countenance:, does not 
iuffer one long to. couple wit 0 the idea of any thing that 
is terrible; and I much queftion, fuppefing thefe men had been 
caiton your Majeity’s dominions, inftead ‘of thole to whom we 





areio mucu indebied, whether you would have found their 
atucance foicsviceable in your batsles. 
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Lhave only prefented a very fmall part of the letter of this 
extraordinary voung Prince to his father, as a f{pecimen of 
his manner of contemplating fome of our favourite {pe@acles 
and diverfions, Wemutft allow a great deal to the prejudices 
of education, and the fallacies arifing from a very partial 
experience in the wants and ways of mankind, The cen 
tempt which he infinuates for many of our prime amufements, 
betrays the deficencies to which I have adverted, while the 
candid muft allow that his narrownefs of thinking is frequently 
coupled with expanfion of feeling. What he fays about our 
dancing, for inftance, flows from his ignorance of the thoufand 
adventitious pleafures of which that diwerfion is fufceptible, 
and which renders harmony, grace, and activity, the leaft im= 
portant part of it. Had his friends been wife enough to take 
him to Mrs. B ’s aflemblies, he ntight there have feen 
experimentally exhibited, on a very broad fcale, thofe nicer 
movements and finer operations by'which, at thefe diverfions, 
the grand machinery of intrigue and fedaGtian is carried on. 

His objections to gaming dilcover the fame limited range 
of obfervation. He does nut confider how «much it correéts a 
hoarding principle ameng a people; exercifes the fentiment of 
honour, promotes circulation of money, levels enormous 
fortunes, and confirms the chaltity of the ladies by familiarifing 
it to temptations. ‘The hare itfelf is the belt advocate for 
hunting, by loving it todiflraction, as is clearly proved by her 
being found fo often neara kennel of hounds, and by the 
teaping and capering fhe difplays when the finds herfelf in the 
midit of the pack. Her imitation of the cry of a child isa 
pretty playful fancy of her's that adds much to the humour of 





the icene. 

If itdo not appear fo decidedly that the ox loves to be hunted 
by the butchers, we can only an{wer that we cannot help his 
want of talte. The cock is a moft mettlefome animal, and 
is never fo gratified as when called upon to give proofs of his 
courage; and our arming him with fteel weapons, fhews our 
re{pect for his feelings, reafoning by a fair analogy from our 
own fentiments of bpnoer, which regard-it as much more dig 
nified to figiat with {words than with hapds. If we incourage 
dogs to fight, ample compenfation is made to them by teaching 
them to dance; and if they will afpire to be accomplithed 
cavaliers, i¢ is fair they fhould have a lite rough work into 
the bargain. 

Horfes, pigs, and many other animals, are fully rewarded 
for the (utferings they undergo, by the very fuperior — 
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of late years they are in habits of receiving from the liberality 
and humanity of my countrymen. lam prevented, by want 
of room, from faying a great deal more on this fubject ; and 
have no doubt but that all our fports may in this manner, and 
on fimilar grounds, be fhewn to be both reafonable and humane. 

Inftead of a comment upon what the Prince obferves of 
plays, I thall report the anfwer given by a young critic to the 
author of an opera, that was on the verge of being rejected, 
who begged his advice as to the beft manner of fupporting 
it: “ Lengthen your dances, and fhorten your petticoats,’ 
Our plays are now dwindling into operas, and demand the 
fame kind of fupport. A minuet or a ballad are, for the moft 
part, their principal dependences. 

I am very angry with the young Prince for undervaluing fo 
noble a {cience as that of archery, and would undertake to write 
a whole volume in vindication of it. It givesan appetite, by 
leading men out intoa fine fharp air ; it is of benefit to the 
body of taylors; it is not only a harmlefs diverfion, but it keeps 
people out of mifchief; it is expenfive, and therefore gen- 
teel ; it pleafes the faireft part of the creation; it fupports 
fomething like the fpirit of chivalry, exempted from its dan- 
gers; it occafionsa great deal of eating and drinking, and in 
fome degree tends to correct the partiality of nature, by 
affording to the leaft gifted of her fons an opportunity of 
makingafigure. Our great poet Milton confidered archery 
as fv dignified an exercife, that one of the fineft paflages of 
his Paradife Regained is the defcription of the Parthian Bows 
men. 





GENERAL REVIEW of EUROPEAN POLITICS, 
For JUNE, 1795. 
FRANCE, 


ty infpired writer fomewhere compares the wicked to the 
troubled fea, which cannot reft, and whofe waters con« 
tinually caft up mireand dirt. ‘Tides, currents, and tempefts, 
are not more natural in the great deep, than fluxes and refluxes, 
and furious ftorms of paflion, to the French nation, ‘The 
men of terror have been overpowered, and brought under, in 
fome meafure, by the men of moderation, But thefe men of 
mercy exercile all the crueltics that their own party formerly 


fuffered, The Jacobins are every where hunted down and 
deftroyed - 
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deftroyed by the fury of the triumphant Moderates, like wild 
beafts. Six members of the Convention have fuffered death 
by a public, nos to fay judicial fentence. 

It is to the fame murderous difpofition that now rages and 
reigas in France, that we are to afcribe the untimely end of 
that lovely, promifing, and unfortunate young Prince, the late 
Louis XVII. of France, according to the language held by 
fome; or the fon and repreféntative of Louis XVI. according 
to that of others. If his death was not the immediate effect 
of. violeat, it was probably that of flow poifon; and, at any 
rate, it was the confequence of that degrading mode of treats 
ment to which the young Prince, immerged in all the excefs 
of which his puerile frame was fufceptible, and at the fame 
time immured from the fanative power of air, and continual 
exercife, fo natural to his time of life, has been for fo many 
ee fubjeted, The next victim is the unfortunate young 
>rincefs; and this, we fhould fuppofe, would be the laft; if 
we did not reflect that the French feem really to have a natu- 
ral thirft for blood, and that their ingenuity will probably be 
exercifed to find out fome new objec of revenge or of terror. 

That the death of the fon of Louis XVI. was the effe& of 
defign will appear the more probable when we confider that the 
ruling powers of France, whatever they were, have been in the 
uniform cuftom of making a facrifice of one of the royal fa- 
mily, on every great crifis of danger. When the Duke wl 
Brunfwic penetrated into Champagne they murdered the King 
when Toulon revolted from their yoke, they murdered the 
Queen ; and now, the fame mail that brings intelligence -of 
the death of young Louis announces that the Royalifts are 
again in great force in Brittany, and in a ftate of open and 
avowed war with the Convention. A defcent alfo, at this 
time, of Emigrants, fupported by Britifh troops, menaces the 
coatts of Normandy and Brittany. 

The curiofity of political obfervers is awake to know whe- 
ther any, and which of the courts of Europe, will wear mourn- 
ing for the late young King of France ; and which, if any, of 
them will recognife his uncle, tue Count of Provence, as his 
fucceflor on the throne of France—and what effe& the demife 
of an heir to that crown, of the blood of Auftria, will have 
onthe councils of the Emperor.—At a period when there 
feems to be a general difpofition towards pacification, the re~ 
cognition of Monfieur as King may perhaps be deemed im- 
political. As tothe fecond obje ét of curiofity, juft o entioned, 


the Sovereigns of Europe do not feem to have ever been very 
much 
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much affected by confiderations:' of confunguinity, or of pere 
fona] attachment and concern for the unfortunate family of 
Capet, otherwife they might, by a timely diftribution of money, 
¢ven of a little money (for Louis XVI. was condemned. to 
death by a majority of only five),-have averted their fate. If 
good men may be feduced by money to do bad aGdions—may 
not bad men be engaged by money to do good ones? 

It has been faid, that “ the French, nobly daring to quit 
fight of fhore, have boldly ventured on the wide ocean of mes 
taphyfical perfection, guided by the polarity of reafon.”’. This 
metaphor founds well in an age when rhetorical flourifhes are 
more affected than found argument. But there would have 
been more truth, though lefs eloquence, in the pofition, that 
the: French have with great levity gone to fea in a cock-boat, 
without a poflibility of being guided by the helm; they ares 
and muft be carried on by every breeze, driven by every gale, 
agitated by every ftorm. 

In the midf of civil rage, the rudder of juftice is loft or 
abandoned. The:rulers, whether Kings, nobles, or the mul- 
titade, having burft the bounds of moderation, know not 
how to retreat.; Tyranny is thefame under al] forms. . Im- 
moderate in her defires, fhe indalges them whenever fortune 
prefents an occafion, Having gained more than fhe at firit 
expected, the gralps at more and more, in order to fecure what 
fhe has thus obtained, until, at laft, the is equally incapable of 
trufting or being trofted. Nocompromife of juftice with in- 
juftice; of dominican with legal reftraint. Defpots dread po- 
pular aflemblies and privileged orders; popular affemblies, 
privileged orders and defpots. After the injurreGtion of Wat 
Tyler, Jack Straw confeiled at his execution, that it was their 
defign to deftroy all tuat were above them in name or fortune. 
Criminals fee no fecurity but in the commifiien of crimes. 
With what vigilance then ought fiee nations to watch every 
deviation from their political conftitution? for one ftep leads 
to another, till all becomes tumuit and confufion, We, of 
thefe lands, ought to be equally vigilant over the dark dex- 
terity of a Hawkefbury, ever ready to exalt the power of the 
crown, and the petulant garrulity of a Thelwall, and other 
movers of fedition! ! 

In confequence of the Jate infurreétions at Paris, the citi- 
zens ure forbidden, on pain of death, to beat the Generale, or 
found the Tocfine When and where are their new regulations 
to ftop ? How will they be able to unite the bleffings.of equal 
liberty with energy fuflicient to repel the attacks cf confede- 
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rated nations, and calm the internal diftraions of a numerous 
and fiery people ? 

The French, though hitherto very- far from being fuccefsful 
in their plans of interior ceconomy, fhew great ability, and 
meet with great fuccefs, in their conduct of foreign affairs, 
both in policy and arms. They have reduced the ftrong for~ 
trefs of Luxembecurg, which gives them the uncontrolled 
command of the Auttrian territories on this fide the Rhine, 
They difregard our attempts to divert their arms from the 
Rhine to Brittany, well knowing that, if they can maintain 
and fecure, by a peace, that Eaftern frontier, they could drive 
infurgents and invaders out of Brittany at any time, or there 
Burgoyne them as in a moufe-trap. 


Saw te * 


They are bufily employed in negociating with his Catholic 
Majetty, and, it is faid, with great appearance of fuccefs. But, 
on the other hand, there is at prefent, as has particularly ap- 

ared aly } ‘Ve > ; : : 
peared on the occafion of the arrival of Lord Bute in Spain, 
an appearance of a cordial attachment, ‘in the whole Spanifh 
nation, to England. We with that this difpofition might be 
improved by fome conditional reftitution of Gibraltar. 


GERMAN Y. 


The Emperor, in order to preferve the unity of the Empire, 
is obliged to carry on a negociation for peace, which would 
otherwife be managed by Pruffia; between whom and France 
a new treaty has been formed, for the protection of al! neutral 
{tates that {hall refufe their contingent againft the French Re- 
public. It is faid by Lord Grenville, tae Britifh Minifter in 
the Houfe of Peers, that although the Emperor makes peace 
with the French as head of the Empire, he may ftill carry on 
the war as Arch-Duke of Auftria! But he cannot march 
troops from his hereditary dominions in Germany into Francey, 
without pafling through the dominions at peace with the Re- 
public. He is difpofleffed, for the prefent, of the Netherlands. 
‘The only route, therefore, that he can take lies acrofs the Alps ! 
It would be aftonifhing to hear fuch abfurdities from Minifters 
of State, if we wece not by this time pretty well accuftomed 
to the precipitate ardency of youths from ichaol and college, 
and the unbluthing elfrontery of a party, fecure, in fome meas 
fure, by fuperiority of numbers, even from the fhafts of ridicules 


TURKEY, 
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The feeds of contention are undoubtedly ftill fermenting in 
Turkey, Poland, and other regions in the Eaft of Europe. 
A treaty of alliance is ftill talked of more and more between 
Ruflia, Auftria, and Great Britain ; naturally friends, from the 
local interpofition of common enemies. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


Great devaftation prevails in fome of our Weft India 
iflands, where the French are combined [par mobile fratrum] 
with a number of Negroes from Africa. But the charaéter of 
cur continental war is nqw- changed into naval and colonial ; 
and from this change, though late, and the vigilance of Earl 
Spencer, who keeps a good jook-out at fea, we indulge great 
hopes on that element. Thefe hopes are fortified by intelli- 
gence juft received of fome captures of French men of war 
by the fleet under Lord Bridport. 

The Parliament have been occupied for a long time with 
the payment of the Prince of Wales’s debts. Some thought 
the King fhould pay them; fome fay they fhould be paid by 
the fale of the Duchy of Cornwall; and others, that the pub- 
lic fhould pay them, of which number is the Minifter.— 
Though the Prince has beet feduced, by an excefs of amiable 
virtues, to depart from his engagement not to trouble the pub- 
lic any more after the laft payment of his debts, the {plendour 
of the crown, and the dignity of the heir-apparent to the 
crown, ought certainly to be fupported. Princes of England 
cannot raife money by acts of defpotilm, As we expect them 
to be munificent, fo we ought to furnifh them liberally with 
the means of munificence. The power that fternly executes 
the laws fhould be furrounded by the mild radiance of every 
amiable virtue. Every branch of the conttitution fhould be 
duly maintained. ‘The grand bafe of our conftitution, the 
fpirit of every free government, is virtue or juftice: To fup- 
port every individual, and every order of men, in their pro- 
perty and privileges ; to punifh the bad, to encourage and re- 
ward the good, 

Let us apply all thefe obfervations to another claim on the 
public for payment of private debt ; a ccbt incurred by a pro- 
fecution that fprung out of party intrigues, that was protracted, 
by a thoufand artifices, to a teri diigraceful to the jurifpru- 


dence of Great Britain, terminating in an honourable acquit 
tal, and yet, in its lingering operation and final refult, inflict. 
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ing ona patriot (if that name can yet be ufed without unfore 
tunate aflociations of ideas) of the moft {plendid talents and 
amiable virtues, a confinement of ten years, and a fine nearly 
equal to the whole of his fortune. 

Sir Robert Howard, in his Refle&tions on the Reigns of Ed- 
ward II, and Richard II, {peaking of the Chancellor de la Pool, 
fays, he had purchafed, while he was Chancellor, roool,a 
year, which, by judgment of Parliament, was confifcated to the 
King, in fatisfaction of 12,000]. which Stow very properly 
exprefies that he had gained by lingering the Kiag’s affairs. 
It feemed tome a very natural expreffion, for the corruption 
and oppreffien of that court has been managed by delays; and 
juftice hard to be obtained is one of the chiefeft means to 
revenge and enflave,””—The Chancellor Thurlow, upright 
and erect in his fpirit at all times, never difplayed the purity 
and firmnels of his mind more nobly than in the trial of Mr, 
Haftings. There were others, however, who reaped the fruits 
of lingering, and, among thefe, a ncar relative of the molt 
venomous of the profecutors. 

While all parties of men concurring in the worfhip of the 
rifing fun, though rather under a, cloud, agree to the repeated 
payment of debts incurred—not by the exercife of cither 
public or private virtue—can it be endured that a bafe union 
of envy, difappointment, and refentment, fhall purfue Mr. 
Haftings with hoftile vengeance, after the importance of his 
public fervices is univerfally admitted, and his innocence dif- 
played in the light of noon-day ?—Whao, then, will henceforth 
aflume any degree of refponfibility evea in order to fave his 
country from ruin? Who will not be ftaggered in the dif- 
charge of his duty, if this may expofe him to that dreadful 
inferument of vengeance, the law’s delay, wielded by his ene- 
mies, not enly with impunity to themfelves, but even witha 
temporary glitter of falie glory, and foolifh acclamation. 
This is a topic that is a difgrace to our country—it roufes an 


indignation which the writer of this monthly retrofpect has 


never been able to fupprefs, although it has fubjected him to the 
peevidh refentment of men, of perfons of not a little confee 
quence, in different parties. 





ANECDOTES of CARDINAL RICHELIEU, 


7 great ftatefman was intended for the army ; but, on 
his elder brother’s giving up the Bifhopric of Luconte 
Vou. XXXVI. 648, E become 
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become a Carthufian, he was prevailed on by his family to take 
orders, to be put in poffeffion of that benehee, He procured 
the neceflary bulls for that purpofe of the Pope, then Paul the 
Fifth, by falfifying his baptifmal regifter, and, gaining one year 
by this artifice, he made up the term requifite by the canons. 
The Pope, not finding out the trick put upon him till it was 
too late, contented himfelf with faying,” This young man 
will not ftop here, I fancy.” 

Richelieu performed his exercife for the degree of doétor of 
divinity at the Sorbonne in his epifcopal robes, he being then 
not five-and-twenty years of age and took for his thefis, Quis 
finilis mibi—W ho is like to myfelf ? a 

He early in life attached himfelf to Mary of Medicis, and 
in the difputes between her and her fon, Louis the T hirteenth, 
took her part, for which he was banifhed to Avignon. There 
he amufed his leifure by writing a “ Catechifm,” and “ The 
Iaftruétions of a Chriftian,” which he afterward printed at 
the Louvre’ prefs with great {plendour. 

On his return to Paris, with the Queen, he was admitted 
into the Council, as Secretary of State, againft the opinion of 
his Sovereign, who told his other Minifters that they would 
repent of their placing him in fo eminent a fituation. Soon, 
however, in this fituation, his tranfcendant talents beganto 
difplay themfelves; and he became Prime Minifter, witha 
plenitude of power-and-authority that‘no Minifter in France 
before his time poffeffed. 

He brought his brother from his retreat in a Carthufian 
convent, and made hima Cardinal, Archbithop of Lyons, and 
Grand Almoner of France. ‘The brother was dragged un 
willingly into public life, and was continually writing to his 
brother at Paris, to perfwade him to refign a fituation in which 
he had fo little time to attend to his foiritual concerns. ‘Thefe 
letters the Cardinal neverread, after he had been alittle ufed to 
their contents. 

Xichelieu had the merit of inflitutingthe celebrated French 
Acadensy for eftablifliing a ftandard of the French language; 
and ma feminary which he founded in his native town of 
Richelieu, he direcied that the French langwage thould be the 
-oaly.one taughtat it, and that the fciences fhould be communi- 
cated to the pupils in that langeage alone. 

One traitin the Cardinal’s conduct muft ever demand our 
applauie. An oflicious perfon came to his eminence to inform 
him of certain free expreffjons which fome perlons of confe- 
duence had made ule of, refpeciing his character and his cons 
duct, 
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duct, in his hearing, ** Why how now, you fcoundrel,” 
replies the Cardinal to him,** have you the impudence to 
curfeand call meall thefe names to my face, under preteace 
of their having been faid by other particular perfons, whol 
know entertain the higheft refpect for me?” Then ringing his 
bell, and turning tothe page who anfwered it, he faid, “ Go, 
one of you, and turn this troublefome and malicious fellow 
down ftairs.” 

Richelieu was, during the whole of his adminiftration, very 
fubject to fleeplefs nights. —He had ever by his bed-fide one of 
his pages to read to him when he was indifpofed to reft, A 
young man, who had been recommended to him as one of his 
readers, imagining that the Cardinal was aflecp, was looking 
over fome papers thatlay upon his bed. The Cardinal, who 
had feigned to be afleep merely to try the young man’s difcre- 
tion and honour, darting fuddenly a look of great fternnefs 
upon him, ordered him immediately to leave the room, and 
never afterward to come into his prefence. 

One of the Cardinal’s maxims was, ** That an unfortunate 
and an imprudent perfon were fynonimous terms.’”” Of his 

own method of ating, he gave this account to the Marquis de 
Vieville. “ I never dare undertake any thing until I have well 
confidered it; but, when I have once taken my refolution, 
I go direQlly to my point. I throw down every thing that 
itandsinmy way : I cut up every thing by the roots that 

oppofes me; and then I cover every thing with my Cardinal’s 
ects ufed to fay, © That the favourites of his 
Sovereign, and their intrigues, gave him more trouble than 
all Europe taken together.”’—The completeft teftimony that 
was ever given to the talents of Richelieu was by Peter the 
Great, on feeing the ftatue of the Cardinal at the Sorbonne, 
“« This,” faid he, ** was 2 man to whom I fhould very gladly 
have given one half of my dominions, if he could have 
geverned the other half for me.” 

Richelieu died completely worn out with fatigue of body 
and of mind, atthe age of fifty-cight. A few hours before he 
died he fent for M, Chicot, his phyfician, and defired him, as 
a man of honour, to tell bim what he really thought of bis 
fituation, “ In four-and-twenty hours,’” replied he, “ your 
eminence will be either dead or cured.” —Richelieu knew very 
well what this meant, and fent immediately for his Confeflor, 
who adminiftered the laft facranientsto him. With his eyes 
fixed attentively upon the vefle} that contained the holy element, 
he exclaimed, * O my judge, condemn me, if, in what [ have 

KE 2 done, 
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done, I have ever hadanv intentions but thofe of ferving the - 
King andthe country !’ His Sovereign, on being informed of 
his death, faid coolly, ‘* Voila un grand politique mort,’ 





On the Propenfity to Complaint, and the Averfion io Re- 


medy. 


To the PRINTER. 
SIR, 

Have often thought, that if atribunal were to be ere&ed 

by {pecial commiffion for the redrefs of all the afflitions, 
griefs, and calamities which we hear every day complained af, 
moft of the plaintiffs would be nonfuited, upon the ground of 
their either having wilfully brought fuch misfortunes upon 
themfelves, or their not having done every thing that lay in ~ 
their power to avertthem. It is my fate to live ina grumbling 
neighbourhood, among a fet of grumbling acquaintance, and 
in a grumbling family. I hear nothing but complaints from 
morning to night, and, what is very extraordinary for people 
who feem to feel their complaints fo acutely, no perfon offers 
to relieve himfelf, or to profit fo far by experiencing one forrow 
as to prevent its coming upon him afecond time. If really has 
fometimes occurred to me that misfortunes are conftitutional, 
and that a mancan’no more avoid difappointment than the 
{mallpox. 

Sometimes I hear very grave difcourfes on the many mife- 
ries which riches bring along with them; that they are a curfe 
inftead of a blefling, and the caufe of many vexations, difap- 
pointments, and ingratitude, to which the poor are ftrangers, 
Yet, Sir, L know no rich man who fells out his three per cents, 
and diftributes them to others, by way of alleviating the afore- 
faid burdens, nor of any country gentlemaa who parts with his 
dirty acres that he may keep a clean confcience, and difpofe of 
“ houfe and land,” that he may experience, in fuch a cafe, 
the truth of the old proverb, that, 


«¢ When houfe and land is gone and fpent, 
* Then Jarning is moft excellent.” 


No, Sir, riches are an evil, but it is an evil to complain, not to 
get rid of, 
Another fet of grumblers are for ever telling me, that the 


greateft curfe attending their fituation is to be obliged to keep 
a great 
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* a great number of male and female fe ervants, who ferve only 
to mage one another idle, drink out their mafter’s liquors, 
break their miftrefs’s china, and provide objects for the poor- 
ates; yet which of thefe complainants will confent to abridge 
this catalogue of misfortunes ? No—There mutt be, on the 
part of she, mafter, his gentieman, and his gentleman’s gentie- 
man, his. valet out of livery, and his footman in livery 3 and 
my lady, has her lady’s maids, her tiring woman, her owa 
maid, and her two b reenes to walk or, ride behind her. 

A third feries of calamities arife from vifiting. It is fo fae 
tiguing and infupportable, fuch a walte of time and money, 
fuch a deal of preparation ne ceflary, fuch late hours to be 
kept, fo much buttle to go through, and fuch a fuls to keep weil 
with every body, that pohtively no drayman, nay, no drayborle 
caw have ftrength to undergoit, Onc has no picafure in one’s 
lifeycan never ‘be amoment with one’s felf, or one’s fax ill yy 
and yet—I have never been able to perceive that the moft out- 
rageous of thele diftrefled | secfoun had the fpirit to refufe one 
invitation, or neglect one opportunity of encounteiing the faid 
miferies over and over. 

There is a fourth clafs, who are fully as unfeafonable as any 
of the former, and [ muft confefs | have lefs pity for them than 
forthe others. ‘Mhefe are the gentlemen both fingle and mar- 
ried, who are never jo much at home as wheninat enkas and 
never relifh any thing fo well as when they have to pay hand 
fomely for it. 1 hey are eternally complaining of bad wine, 
carelefs attendance, extravagant bills, and infolent landlords, 
and yet beor all thef: afflictions with fo much philofophys 
I mean practical philofophy, that not one of them has at- 
tempted to find out the comforts of domeftic life and modera- 
tion. . 

Conneéted with thefe, are a very numerous clafs of botia 
fexes, who are for ever telling me what fhocking places, Mar- 
gate, Bath, Weymouth, Ramfgate, and Brighthelmftone are 5 
how exorbitant the charges, how infolent the waiters, how 
faucy the landlords, how paltry the balls and card parties, and, 
in fhort, what a terrible ore a watering place is. ‘They {peak 
fo very feclingly on thefe fabje&ts, that | fhould expect the na- 
tural confequence re be the tote] ruin of the above-men- 
tidned gay reforts ; but, fo far is that from being the cafe, that 

at the return of tne feat mn, thefe very diltrefied perfons, to 
whom watering places are fo frightful, fly to them from the 
metropolis, as if the latter contained the plague, or that one 
of Brothers’s earthquakes were to take place. 
I mu 
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I muft not omit to notice another fet of grumblers, who 
are, indeed, in one refpect very different from any of the for- 
mer, but not one whit lefs querulous, They, good, happy 
people, have no calamities of their own to feel for ; all that 
affli€ts their tender fouls is the hardthips of the poor in this 
dear feafon, the price of butchers meat, of bread, and every 
neceflary of life. On thefe topics they defcant with wonderful 
eloquence, and pathetically lament that it is not in their power 
to alleviate fufferings, which they every day muft behold. 
One of thefegrumblers, a few days ago, boiled feven pounds of 
veal, at one fhilling a pound, into a {mall tureen of foup ; 
another paid eighteen fhillings for a pair of chickens; and a 
third entertained company with green peas at fourteen fhillings 
a quart. Nay, I faw one of them, who had always lamented 
his inability to feed the hungry, and clothe the naked, very 
gravely and deliberately munching a pottle of ftrawberries 
which he faid were very cheap ata fhilling a piece. 

We have heard, Mr. Printer, of Lucretius. They are not, 
perhaps, very common; but moft women, it is to be hoped, 
will refent every attempt to infinuate that they are “ no bet- 
ter than they fhould be.” Hence we have another clals of 
mations, who regret by loud and indignant expreffions, that 
female drefs has lately become fo indelicate as to give modett 
women the appearance cf being more bold and forward than 
becomes that character. I have myfelf joined in their come 
plaints, and in my own family I adminiftered the proper re- 
medy; but to my great furprife, 1 was told by thefe very ma- 
trons, at our laft ball, that they wondered I permitted my 
daughters to come into genteel company in fuch a drefs, with 
their bofoms and necks covered as if they had the evil / 

There are only two clafles more of grumblers, whom I pur- 
pofe to notice in this letter. One of them is compofed of thofe 
who are always compla:ning of bad bealth, and who are pro 
vided with a catalogue of diforders for every occafion, yet are 
fo enamoured of them, that you cannot affront them more 
than by recommending moderation in eating and drinking, 
early hours, and frequent exercife. One of thefe has often 
complained to me of diforders brought on by habitual drinks 
ing. “ Why then cannot you leave off drinking ?” faid I, 
in my conicquential wifvom.—* What would you have me 
to do? J muff drink fomething.”’—And thus it is, Mr. Printer, 
in all the cafes I have enumerated; the parties complaining 
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muf? always do fomething, fay fomething, or drink fomething, 
which is the caafe of their complaint ; and thus itis that 


« Endlefs is the lift of human ills, 
“ And fighs may fooner ceafe than caufe to figh.” 


The laf clafsI thall take notice of, and that very briefly, is 
compofed of tiofe who complain of the fhortnefs of life, with- 
out ever believing that it fhall end atall, All men think all 
men mortal but themfelves.””—Of this clafs I fhall only fay 
that they are numerous enough to include all to whom life is 
given asa ferious truft, and who, though they do not act as ras 
tional, will find that they are accountable creatures. But 
I will not dweil longer on a fubject fo ferious, as my original 
intention was to correfpond in good humour; and, befides, if 
more than a hint be neceffary, it may be fupplied by the re- 
Acctions of your readers, 

Iam, Sir, 
Your very humble fervant, 


A CONTENTED MAN. 





For THE Weekxty ENTERTAINER. 


Fudicious and important Remarks on the partial Manner 
in which the Roman Hiftory is written. 


“HE Roman Hiftory, which is generally one of the firit 
read by youth, is very partially written, and tends to in+ 
culcate wrong fentiments, both moral and political. We are 
there taught to confound the improbable legends of fabulous 
antiquity with the annals of hiftorick truth; or as Livy ex- 
prefles it, Hanc dare Veniam Antiquitati, ut, mifcendo Humana 
Divinis, Primardia Urbium augufliora faciat: We there leara 
to venerate the moft contemptible fuperftition, merely becaufe 
it has been handed down to us adorned with the beauties of 
poetry; and we become accuftomed to view as a monument 
of political wifdom, one of the moft wretched Governments 
that ever exifted ; a ftate, in which nothing but external war 
could prevent internal contention; and in which the publick 
welfare and the fafety of individuals were conftantly difturbed 
by the tyranny and ambition of the great, or the mad and ill- 
condusted, though juft, refentment of the lower orders. So 
much do we fuffer this partiality to impofe on us, tat we talk 
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of Roman liberty and Roman patriotifm, when, if we refleAed, 
we fhould fee that no peeple could be’ more eppreffed 5 and 
that the grand object of their patrictifm was the conqueft and 
plunder of all wishin their reach, Similar obje&ions may be 
urged againft the hiftory of moft of the ftates of Greece; and 
for this reafon, we think, they ought not to be ftudied till the 
judgment is fortified by found principles of morals and politics. 
in the mean time, it were to be wifhed that we had fome work 
on ancient hiftory, in which the author, inftead of blindly fol- 
lowing the legendary tales, and adopting the prejudices and 
errors of antiquity, would bring his fubject to the teft of true 
morals and politics; and would teach youth to difcriminate 
between what is probable and improbable, and to diftinguith 
goed actions from fuch as can merely be reputed to be great, 
amd are often defetving of deteftation.. Millot’s work is one 
of the beft of this kind, but does not come up to the idea. 


M. R. 
B. 


Account of an extraordinary Difeafe to which the Inha- 
bitants of the Parifh of Delting, in Scotland, are fub- 
peel. 


[From Sir John Sinclair’s ftatiftical Account of Scotland. } 


ONVULSION fits of a very extraordinary kind feem 
4 peculiartothis country. The patientis firft feized with 
fomething like fainting, and immediately after utters wild cries 
and fhrieks, the found of which, at whatever diltance, imme- 
diately puts all who are fubject to the diforder in the fame 
fituation. Tt moft commonly attacks them when the church 
is crowded, and often interrupts the fervice in this, and many 
other churches in the country. Ona facramental occafion, 
fifty or fixty are fometimes carried out of the church, and laid 
in the churchyard, where they ftruggle and roar with all their 
ftrength for five or ten minutes, and then rife up without recol- 
Icéting a fingle circumftance that had happened to ‘them, or 
being in the Icaft hurt, or fatigued with the violent exertions 
they had made during the fit. ‘One obfervation occurs on this 
diforder, that dusing the late fcarce years it was very uncom- 
mon; and during the two laft years:of plenty it has appeared 
more frequently. 
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An ANECDOTE. 
UGUSTE DE GRASSE, fon of Count de Graff fe, 


was obliged to fly from St. Domingo, to feek refuge in 
New England. As foon as he was recognized, Captain Hoimes 
torced him to take a lodging at his houfe, and defrayed every 
expence both for him and his family. On his paffage he had 
been ftripped of every thing by the Knglith. 

A fhort time after his arrival at Charles-town, the Prefident 
of Congtefs made him a prefent of a very fuperb houfe, and 
737 acres of land. In addition to this giftya Mrs. Hamilton 
save him the ufe of a magnificent country-houle, completely 
furnifhed, with {pacious gardens. 

The Americans had jult paid this tribute of gratitude to 
the fon of the conqueror of Cornwallis, when the four 
daughters of General Count de Grafle, on their paflage to Se. 
Domingo, with a paflport from the Committee of Public 
Safety, put into Bofton, 

They there received the marks of efteem and fenfibility 
with which their-parents had before been welcomed; and 
their arrival was mentioned in the American papers in thefe 
Battering z terms: 

‘At: fix o'clock yefterd: ay morning, by the Tom, of Bof- 
ton, after a paflage of 52 days, arrived here the four daughters 
of the famous Adn tiral Count de Graile, to whom we are in= 
debted for our liberty and indepenaence.” 





Anfwer, by F. Evans, of Briflol, to the Charade, by Crass, of 
Plymouth, inferte 1 Aprild. 


Have fcann’d the farmer’s treafure, 
And your firft have plainly feen, 
From his herd get dainty butter, 
Made by dairy maid fo clean. 


How oft I’ve feen a filly boy, 
Not unlike, Sir, you or, 
Whom nobler obj stts fhould employ, 
Toil, for what?—a BUTTERFLY. 
ttt We have received the like anfwer from T. Taylor, of 
Litkeard; J. Commins, of Taviltock; H. C. Grange, of 
‘Teingmouth 5 J. HH. of Wendron; William Hoare of Dein 
Prior , Ww. Hawkins, of De ptford, in Kent; W. Hoare, and 
Vor. XXVE 647. F Clericus, 
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Clericus, of Taunton; F: Hicks, of Polperro; P.of Dorfet- 
fhire; A. J. of Sherborne; J. D.of Sydling; P. Hoare, of 
Stoke Climfland; J. T. and J. K. of Langport; and W. 5S. 
of Ivybridge. 





4 REBUS, by F. Commins, of Taviftock. 


“HE braveft Trojan by Achilles flain; 
And next a King of Ithaca explain; 
An ifland in the Egean fea pray find; 
And laft an ever-green jutt hit my mind. 
The initials joined will declare, 
A well known fea-port in Yorkthire. 





eo ge pe iy: 


Correfpondent will thank any perfon who will ftate what 

occafions iron moulds in linen, &c. as it is fully known, 

that although linen has been put away in boxes, &c. from the 

fame, yet on examination, after a fhort time, it has been found 
very much injured by iron moulds. 


fn ENIGMA, by G. Davies, of Beaminfter. 


REPARE, ye bards, to tell my name, 
And make it plain appear; 
With eafe I’m fure you’ll find the fame, 
From the few hints giv’n here. 


My body is exceeding {mall, 
Without an arm or head; 

No legs dol poffefs at all, 
Tho’ many feet ’tis faid. 


Yet on my fect I’ve ne’er a toc, 
But many nails ’tis true ; 
Sometimes I hardfhips undergo, 

Yet pitied am by few. 


In city, country, and in town, 
My aid do many crave; 

Tho’ tis well known I’m often found, 
To be acruel knave. 


9 POETRY. 
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For the Wetexty ENTERTAINER, 


The TEMPEST.—Written Fune 1, 1795. 


Calm pervades the deep, 
The tky ferene appears ; 
The feamen {weetly fleep, 
Whilft fafety lulls their fears ; 
Forgetful of that fkilful hand, 
Which fteers them for the deftin’d land. 


But foon dark clouds arife, 
Foreboding tempeft near ; 
To fome it gives furprize, 
Tho?’ others fcorn to fear ; 
While yet the fcene no danger brings, 
The thoughtlefs tar more chearful ees; 


Theclouds themfelves expand, 
And darknefs foon prevails; 
When iffues the command, 
“© Look well unto the fails ;”” 
ron pe is told to climb on high, 
His {kill and courage there to try. 


The gentle gales abound, 
Which focn more boifterous grow ; 
Till from all points around, 
More fiercely yet they blow ; 
Whereby the fails are rent in twainy 
And {catter’d on the intrepid main, 


The vivid lightnings flath, 
The dreadtul thunders roar 3 
The floating billows dath 
Againit the rocky fhore ; 
Whilft loudly roars the raging deep, 
When, hiftory fays, the mermaids weep. 


Down falls the heavy rain, 
From the impending fky ; 
As if to enlarge the main, 
Was foon defign’d thereby ; 
Or by its force, the waves to quell, 
Which on the deep fo hugely iwell. 


The elements combin’d, 


Their rage yet more appears ; P 
AS 
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As if toimprefs the mind, 
And raife the feamen’s fears ; 
The fhip, as on a mountain tof,’d, 
Soon finks, as in the ocean loft, 


The feamen, to and fro, 
Asif quite drunken, reel ; 
Alas! what pungent woe, 
Each panting breaft muit feel : 
At theic wits’ end, aloud they cry, 
To find protection from on high. 


The Great Deliv’rer lends 
His all-attentive ear ; 
And {peedy fuccour fends, 
To diffipate their fear ; 
His fovereign command, “ Be itll,” 
The jarring elements fulfill. 


Rejoicing, on they fteer, 
‘Towards the deftin’d place; 
Whilft joy and mirth appear, 
In ev’ry thip-mate’s-face ; 
And when in fafety thither brought, 
Their joy turpaffes human thought. 


They who in fhips purfue 
Their bufinefs on the deep, 
Such wonders may review, 
In fuch diftrefs may weep ; 
But He alone can aid afford, 
Who rules the tempeft by his word. 





Jo a SOLITARY ROSE TREE. 


Die ie of Spring, fweet child of Solitude, 
Hid from the world, hike Virtue, and forlorn ; 
May no chill dews, fierce funs, nor tempelts rude, 

Mar the mild radiance of thy op’ning mora! 


No pafling fwain thy virgin honours tear, 
To deck, with fading charms, his fmiling crook ! 
Or join to weavea wreath for Myra’s hair, 
And add a tranfient grace to Beauty’s look! 


No robber bee thy facred haunt moleft, 
No treacherous {pider fpread his filky fnare! 
But ’mid thy leaves the harmlefs Robin reft, 
And chafe, with airy fong, each rifing care! 


Bloom, lovely rofe, and live thy littie day, 

Fleet fly the filent hours on viewle{s wing ; 
Fell Winter’s wind fucceeds the Summer ray, __ 
Catch the fair ray, fweet Danghter of the Spring. 








































